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My Vision for TERMIS The field of regenerative medicine and cell therapies is at a critical stage of 
development and maturity.  There is slow but steady progress towards clinical adoption of many 
exciting new developments in the field and public support continues to grow. The expansion of new 
industries in this field (190% increase in ATMP companies in the UK alone) demonstrates a vital 
community with a clear need for a combined forum for communication and dissemination worldwide. 
Part of the success of the field is the strong multidisciplinary early career community who has grown 
up interfacing between disciplines and who have created a pioneering and advanced interdisciplinary 
cohort which progresses across multiple research boundaries.  TERMIS was created to facilitate and 
provide a forum for this community. As such TERMIS has played a major role for the field. As the 
President, I would see this as a major part of my vision as vital for maintaining the breadth of TERMIS 
and ensuring a strong global voice going forward. In addition, as a translational scientist, I believe an 
international forum is vital to allow us to build a well-founded clinical translational journey for our 
field into global Healthcare Centres. 

Background - I have been passionate about the field for many years and was one of the founders of 
the Cell and Tissue engineering field in the UK and a major influence within Europe. Through very early 
European network funded programmes which have carried on through the past 20 years, I have played 
a role in developing and linking the European Cell and Tissue engineering community to the current 
day and connecting up the different multidisciplinary labs which underpin the European TERMIS 
Society. The EU programmes have included two of the first funded Cell engineering Biomed 2 projects 
in Framework 4, two programmes in Framework 5,  one of which, EUROCELL working with Professor 
James Richardson a Orthopaedic Surgical colleague, was the first programme in 2001 to establish 5 
new cell therapy GMP cell manufacturing labs across Europe. A further consortia, BITES focused on 
the role of biomechanics in tissue engineering and designed some of the initial designs for multiple 
types of bioreactors for tissue engineering; versions of which are now commercial today. In 
Framework 7, I joined an EXPERTISSUES programme which has carried on with a European Centre of 
Excellence in Tissue Engineering .  

Society roles in Europe and the UK - Within the UK, I have been one of the founders of the UK Tissue 
and Cell Engineering Society. I was part of the negotiations with ETES to create the European branch 
of TERMIS working with the late Robert Brown. Through my 6 years as President of the UK TCES, I was 
known for my efforts to bring on the younger community within the field. This community now 
provides the multidisciplinary base for the Regenerative medicine research field in the UK. I went on 
to be European President of TERMIS for 3 years and steered the Society through many changes which 
included reregistering the Society in a new EU country and stabilising the finances to provide a healthy 
future. During this time I was part of the evolution of the regulatory framework for the ATMPs in 
Europe through my work on the focus groups on EMEA for defining the new guidelines for ATMPs. I 
have also been President of the UK Bioengineering society for 5 years.  

Leadership roles in Academia  I have had the pleasure of founding a 5* rated multidisciplinary 
research Institute at Keele University with Orthopaedic colleagues. The Institute established the first 
cell therapy practice in the UK in Orthopaedics which has led to the adoption of the ACI treatment by 
the UK NHS in 2017 as routine therapy by NICE. With this effort, I have successfully followed the 
translation of a novel cell therapy into a clinical reality for routine practice. I have been a co-Director 



of the Centre for Manufacturing in Regenerative Medicine which worked with early Industries in the 
sector  for 7 years to establish commercial SMEs which could grow worldwide. I have spun out two 
companies, the most recent of which is currently taking a new cell therapy to market aiming for first 
in man in 2-3 years. My research has been very translationally focused and I currently sit on the 
Translational Board for the London based Francis Crick Institute one of the leading UK biomedical 
research Centres in the UK and globally.  

Mentorship of our early career community - Through Marie Curie and IRSES funded programmes, I 
have mentored and trained multiple students and postdocs across Europe. As Research Director for 
10 years of a Doctoral training programme in Regenerative Medicine I have graduated 50 new PhDs 
who now are the bedrock of the TERMIS Society and are actively involved in early Career programmes 
in TERMIS and other Societies in the field. I was awarded an MRC Suffrage award for my role in 
promoting women in the field. I have been very active in mentoring and promoting women as part of 
the working group in the International Federation of Biomedical Engineering and Medical Physics. I 
am a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology and a Fellow 
of the European Association of Medical Engineering. In 2013, I was awarded a Royal Society Merit 
Award. 

Public Interface in the field - Finally, I am very active in promoting the field to the public holding Café 
Scientifiqes and contributing to Public Events such as the Hay Festival in the UK and Science Fairs. With 
articles in the Economist and National and International newspapers, my work has also formed the 
basis of a short film on my work made by The Edge, on CNN and BBC bringing the excitement of new 
advances in the field to the community. 

Conclusion - I remain passionate about the field of regenerative medicine and tissue engineering and 
am keen to see the Society grow globally in a strong and rigorous manner. I would enjoy the challenge 
of leading our Global Society and would oversee the expansion and continuation of our 
multidisciplinary community with the engagement of the many sectors to promote a vibrant and 
successful Society. 
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