
Biography: 
 
Dr. William R. Wagner is the Director of the McGowan Institute for Regenerative 

Medicine as well as a Professor of Surgery, Bioengineering and Chemical Engineering at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He holds a B.S. (Johns Hopkins Univ.) and Ph.D. (Univ. of Texas) in 
Chemical Engineering. Dr. Wagner has a long history of leadership and service within TERMIS, 
having been elected to serve on the Americas Council (2005-2010), as Chair-Elect for the 
Council (2012-2014), and having recently completed his duties as Chair for the Americas 
Council (2015-2017). Dr. Wagner also served as the Scientific Chairman for the 1st TERMIS 
World Congress that was held in Pittsburgh in 2006 and has been a part of each Congress since 
that time. He was elected as an international fellow of TERMIS in 2015 and in 2013 was selected 
to receive the Senior Scientist Award from TERMIS Americas. 

 
In addition to TERMIS, Dr. Wagner has been elected a fellow of the Biomedical Engineering 
Society, the International Union of Societies for Biomaterials Science and Engineering 
(IUSBSE), the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE), and the 
American Heart Association. In 2006 he was selected to the “Scientific American 50”, the 
magazine’s annual list recognizing leaders in science and technology from the research, business 
and policy fields. His research has generated numerous patents and patent filings that have 
resulted in licensing activity, the formation of a company that began clinical trials in 2014, and 
University of Pittsburgh Innovator Awards in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2014 and 2017. In recent 
years he has been awarded the Society for Biomaterials Clemson Award for Applied Research, 
the Chancellor’s Distinguished Research Award by the University of Pittsburgh, and the Zhu 
Kezhen Distinguished Lectureship, Zhejiang University. In 2017 he was inducted as a fellow 
into the National Academy of Inventors and in 2018 was selected as Inventor of the Year by the 
Pittsburgh Intellectual Property Law Association.  

 
Professor Wagner has initiated and led a variety of endeavors in the fields of tissue engineering, 
biomaterials and regenerative medicine. He is the Founding Editor and Editor-in-Chief of the 
journal, Acta Biomaterialia, and has guided its growth to become one of the leading journals in 
the biomaterials field. Dr. Wagner also serves as the Scientific Director of the NSF Engineering 
Research Center on “Revolutionizing Metallic Biomaterials” and Chief Science Officer for the 
Armed Forces Institute of Regenerative Medicine. Professor Wagner has previously served as 
President of the American Society for Artificial Internal Organs (ASAIO, 2010-2011), Vice 
President for the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE, 2008-
2010) and Chairman for the Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES, 2013) annual meeting, 
amongst a variety of other leadership activities. As Director of the McGowan Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine, Dr. Wagner leads a diverse group of over 250 faculty members focused 
on developing better options for patients suffering from tissue and organ failure. 
 
 
 



Personal Statement from William Wagner 

I appreciate the opportunity to be considered for the next president of our society and to share my thoughts 
with you on society leadership in the coming years.  

TERMIS is at an important juncture. Our society was formed at a time when tissue engineering and 
regenerative medicine were relatively new and governments and industry were just beginning to invest in 
the promise of the field. Our founders were visionary in seeing that a society linking a multitude of 
coalescing groups around the world would be much more beneficial to researchers and trainees than an 
array of scattered efforts. A strong international society could better represent the needs and aspirations of 
the new field and create a global community of common spirit and effort. TERMIS has fulfilled much of 
this vision as all three continental chapters are fiscally strong and hold vibrant meetings. Our world congress 
is a must-attend event.  

While we have come far, we also face serious challenges and new opportunities. There is growing 
competition in holding meetings in our field. What we do not adequately address, other entities will step in 
to represent. We must continue to engage the next generation lest we rest on our previous accomplishments 
and become resistant to the fresh thinking carried by the leaders of tomorrow. Our science has been focused 
and translated largely in the first world, but ours is a time of rapid globalization. We need to focus our skills 
and organization to engage those regions not well represented in our current continental meetings and 
congresses.  

As president of the society I would focus on several objectives: 

1) Quality meetings. While each chapter is responsible for annual meetings, it is clear that these events 
provide the largest point of connection to our members. In my time as chairperson for TERMIS-
Americas, we implemented a Hoshin strategic planning process that clearly pointed to the value of 
our meetings and the need to invest our time and resources into making these events essential for 
attendees. I would continue the push to move meeting organization closer to the participants and 
provide opportunities for engagement and leadership by young faculty (e.g. through topical interest 
groups). Additionally, I would seek to build on our efforts to further increase clinical, industrial and 
regulatory engagement and to leverage the latest technologies to broaden the reach and increase the 
value to participants from these events. 

2) Support of SYIS. The SYIS program has been a critical aspect of TERMIS from its earliest days as 
I witnessed firsthand when we were organizing the 1st World Congress in Pittsburgh. We need to 
continue to invest in SYIS and expect that this group will provide important input into the society, 
building new SYIS-focused events and benefits.  

3) Globalization. In the past year we had our first TERMIS-sponsored workshop in South America. 
This successful effort was enthusiastically led by Patricia Pranke and was one that I worked on from 
a TERMIS Americas leadership position to see come about. I have also had the pleasure of 
participating last year in a conference in South Africa, where I witnessed a groundswell of interest 
to launch TERMIS activities on the African continent. Further, there are many regions and countries 
where researchers and students are not being well-served by TERMIS, but where our skills and 
networks can help to bring about opportunities and stimulate research that is relevant for those 
communities. My objective would be to invest our time and resources into expanding our global 
impact and to build many bridges between our centers of excellence and those developing in regions 
less-able to engage with TERMIS to date.  

We have come far in the early years of this century to make TERMIS the interconnected and vibrant society 
that it is. We also have great opportunities ahead to build on this foundation and to help our membership 
deliver on the great promises that we all believe our science offers. I would be honored to have the 
opportunity to serve as your president to work with you to this important objective. 
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