
Dr. Yilin Cao is a Professor of Plastic Surgery at Shanghai 9th People’s Hospital affiliated to Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University School of Medicine. He graduated from Shanghai Second Medical University with a MD degree in 
1975 and with a PhD degree in 1991. His major contribution is the creation of cartilage in the shape of human 
ear in nude mouse when he worked as a postdoc fellow in Dr. Joseph Vacanti’s Laboratory at Boston Children’s 
Hospital of Harvard University. He thus he received James Barrett Brown Award in 1998, and the Maliniac 
Lecture—excellent honor esteem in 2010, at the meeting of American Association of Plastic Surgeons. 
 
Under Dr. Cao’s leadership, clinical translation of engineered tissues such as bone, cartilage and skin, etc, has 
been completed with promising therapeutic effect. Recently, Dr. Cao has translated his famous work “human ear 
on the mouse” into clinical therapy of microtia deformity.  
  
Currently, Prof. Cao serves as the Directors of National Tissue Engineering Center of China; Shanghai Institute 
of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery; and Shanghai Key Laboratory of Tissue Engineering. Meanwhile, Prof. 
Cao served as the Chapter Chair of the Asia-Pacific Chapter of Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine 
International Society (2013-2016); the Vice president of Chinese Society for Biomaterials; the President of the 
Reparative and Reconstructive Surgery affiliated to Chinese Association of Rehabilitation Medicine; the chief 
editor of Chinese Journal “Tissue Engineering and Reconstructive Surgery”; and the editorial board member 
of  “Biomaterials” , "Tissue Engineering" and “Journal of Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine”; and 
other international journals such as “Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery”; “Advances in Wound Care”; and “STEM 
CELLS Translational Medicine”, etc. As the conference presidents, Dr. Cao organized the 8th TESI meeting in 
2005 and 2013 TERMIS-AP meeting in Shanghai.  
 
Up to now, Prof. Cao has published more than 200 research papers in the international journals. 
 



Personal Statement  
Aug 18, 2018 
To: Professor Rui Reis, President, TERMIS 
   Professor David Williams, 
   Chair of Nominating Committee and Past-President, TERMIS                                                                           
 
Dear Prof. Reis and Prof. Williams: 
 
Since my initial research training in Dr. Joseph Vacanti’s Laboratory at Boston 
Children’s Hospital for tissue engineering, I have been working on tissue engineering 
basic and applied research almost for 25 years. In addition, I have also worked for 18 
years since my return to China in 2000 from Charles Vacanti’s laboratory at 
University of Massachusetts.   
 
I am quite lucky to witness the progress from the early stage (as one of the pioneer 
research in this field in the world) to the relative mature stage of the current time, in 
which many types of engineered tissues have been translated to clinical therapy. As 
the research and physician of this field, I have also personally translated tissue 
engineered bone, cartilage and skin into clinical tries for tissue repair in China.  
 
Working with Dr. Vacanti, I got the chance to involve the academic activity of TESI in 
the early years of 21 century and made my contribution as well by hosting the 8th 
TESI meeting in Shanghai, which is the first one in developing country.  
 
I was the founding member of TERMIS-AP chapter and became the council member 
since then. In addition, I also became the third term Chapter Chair of TERMIS-AP in 
the time period of 2013-2016, in which TERMIS-AP grew quickly and 2013 
TERMIS-AP meeting I hosted became the biggest one in AP chapter meeting. In 
addition, I also served on a few AP chapter committees including nominating 
committee, past chair committee and AP council member. With these networking, I 
visited many Asian countries and give invited speech such as Japan, Korea, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Australia, etc.  
 
With my trained experience in tissue engineering, I initiated and promoted tissue 
engineering research and translation in China as the national chief scientist of tissue 
engineering field and became the first President of Chinese Society of Tissue 
Engineering and Regenerative Society. With my effort and governmental support, 
China becomes one of the leading countries in Asia in the field of tissue engineering 
and thus made the contribution to AP chapter.  
 
It has been a pity that no Global President-Elect candidate ever came from AP chapter 
since the founding of TERMIS-Global given the fact that Dr. Gilson Khang will step 
down from this position. As this issue has been raised many times in TERMIS 



executive committee that TERMIS-Global President should be rotated from each 
chapter as each chapter made their contribution no matter where they are located. For 
this consideration, I wish that this vacant position of TERMIS-Global President-Elect 
could also be filled by a candidate from AP Chapter and I am willing to become of the 
candidates from AP chapter.  
 
If I have the chance to be voted for this position, I am willing to contribute my 
administration as well as research experience to the development of TERMIS-Global. 
AP chapter is a particular region with active translational work in this field and an 
candidate from AP chapter may help for the translation of our filed work under the 
frame of TERMIS-Global.  
 
 
My best wishes, 

 
 
 
 

Yilin Cao, MD, PhD 
Council Member of AP-Chapter 
Former Chair of Termis-AP Chapter  
Former President of Chinese Society of Tissue Engineering and Regenerative 
Medicine 


